





Residential home design plans should be as detailed as possible with as many drawing layers as needed.

Think of your homes design plans as layers. Stack the layers in order of ground up. Write down what you are not seeing. You''re going to need to create a flip book to protect yourself from any defects in workmanship. Non-liability because of your plans.














Think of your homes design plans as layers. Stack the layers in order of ground up. Write down what you are not seeing. You're going to need to create a flip book to protect yourself from any defects in workmanship. Non-liability because of your plans. When designing your home it typically starts with a blank piece of paper where you start to write down the size of rooms, purpose of rooms, types of rooms. Then you move on to other things that might be more interior design or maybe structural and exterior design. In any case, you'll need to have every facet of your design clearly detailed to protect yourself from poor workmanship often called shoddy work.
 In Louisiana we have a law that protects residential building contractors from liability for the destruction, deterioration or defects in work they did if not clearly detailed in the design plans.
 Louisiana Revised Statute (RS) 9:2771
 CHAPTER 3.  PERFORMANCE OF OBLIGATIONS
 2771.  Non-liability of contractor for destruction or deterioration of work
 No contractor, including but not limited to a residential building contractor as defined in R.S. 37:2150.1(9), shall be liable for destruction or deterioration of or defects in any work constructed, or under construction, by him if he constructed, or is constructing, the work according to plans or specifications furnished to him which he did not make or cause to be made and if the destruction, deterioration, or defect was due to any fault or insufficiency of the plans or specifications.  This provision shall apply regardless of whether the destruction, deterioration, or defect occurs or becomes evident prior to or after delivery of the work to the owner or prior to or after acceptance of the work by the owner.  The provisions of this Section shall not be subject to waiver by the contractor.
Acts 1958, No. 183, 1.  Amended by Acts 1960, No. 84, 1 Acts 2001, No. 179, 1.
 Most plans created by a draftsman will simply assume all the engineering is standard and all your tradesman understand how to build a house from layout of plates to ridge board. But if you don't indicate specific details you may not get the headers built as you imagined or the attic venting that you designed but didn't detail the rafter placement over the ridge beam. 
 We like to build flip books and make one for every sub that works on the project. The flip book design has the main design plan layers but then details every aspect of the build from nailing patterns to structural screw placement. With more details in your design plan you take the guess work out of the build process and you don't have to trust that the crew has ever done it before, all the have to do is follow your design plans. Build as design, best method of building today because of the limited number of skilled tradesman that can also read your designers mind filling in all the gaps and checking the span tables twice after the the home added a second floor. 
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